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Gloucester Township Fire District #4 

Blackwood Fire Company  

 

TOWER LADDER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION REPORT 

 

Trainee:               

 

 

Check each item to indicate proficiency in the listed task.   

 

I. Power Systems: 

 

1. Generator PTO 

Trainee is able to properly engage generator PTO, can explain RPM restrictions.  Trainee is able to identify 
apparatus devices powered by generator.  Trainee is able to operate the elevated light tower and all scene lights. 

 

2. Ladder PTO 

Trainee is able to properly engage Ladder Power and Ladder PTO.  Trainee is able to explain function of each 
switch. 

 

II. Apparatus Set-Up: 

 

3. After properly engaging Ladder Power and Ladder PTO, trainee is able to 

safely deploy the outriggers via each of the following methods: 

a. Automatic 

Trainee is able to properly use automatic extension, leveling and lowering switches to safely deploy all 
four outriggers and jacks.  Trainee can explain function of central Automatic/Manual switch and function 
of individual outrigger Automatic/Manual switches.     

b. Semi-Automatic 

Trainee is able to safely deploy all four outriggers and jacks using manual beam extension switches and 
automatic leveling and lowering switches.  Trainee can demonstrate and explain safety benefits of using 
this method to extend officer side beams using officer side control panel and driver side beams using 
driver side control panel.   

c. Manual 

Trainee is able to safely deploy all four outriggers and level truck using manual beam and jack switches. 

d. Short Jack 

Trainee is able to safely deploy all four outriggers, with one or two of the four outriggers extended to less 
than full extension.  Trainee is able to explain the benefits, safety implications and operating limitations of 
this method. 

 
 

4. Ground Pads 

Trainee demonstrates proper use of ground pads, is able to explain their purpose and reason for mandatory use 
whenever outriggers are deployed, .  Trainee is able to explain situations requiring use of oversized ground pads. 
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III. Aerial Operation: 

 

5. Turntable 

Trainee is able to demonstrate safe operation of the aerial device from the turntable position.  Trainee can explain 
and demonstrate function of all levers, gauges, buttons, lights and switches on the turntable control panel.  
Trainee is able to demonstrate effective communication with platform operator via portable radio, intercom system 
and hand signals.  Trainee is able to explain the role of the turntable operator in the safe operation of the aerial 
device, and the importance of maintaining communication with the platform operator at all times. 

 

6. Platform 

Trainee is able to demonstrate safe operation of the aerial device from the platform.  Trainee can explain and 
demonstrate function of all levers, gauges, buttons, lights and switches on the platform control panel.  Trainee is 
able to demonstrate effective communication with platform operator via portable radio, intercom system and hand 
signals.  Trainee is able to explain the role of the platform operator in the safe operation of the aerial device, and 
the importance of maintaining communication with the platform operator at all times. 

 

IV. Water Flow: 

 

7. Body Mounted Deck Guns 

Trainee is able to demonstrate operation of body mounted deck guns in fixed and mobile settings. 
 

8. Platform Water Flow Devices 

a. Deck Guns 

Trainee is able to demonstrate proper operation of platform mounted deck guns and understands that 
valve(s) must be fully open when flowing water.  Trainee is able to explain flow rates of various stacked 
tips, impact of flow rates on platform weight capacity and movement of platform, flow restrictions relative 
to position of guns.  Trainee is also able to demonstrate coordination of gun movement with platform 
operator.   

b. Shower Head 

Trainee is able to demonstrate proper operation of shower head.  Trainee is able to identify flow rate of 
device, and to explain the purpose of same and situations where it should be used. 

c. Handline 

Trainee is able to demonstrate proper use of 1 ¾” handline. 

d. 2 ½” Outlets 

Trainee is able to explain proper use of 2 ½” platform mounted outlets. 

 

V. Safety Interlocks: 

 

9. Cab and Body Avoidance 

Trainee is able to explain function of cab and body avoidance interlocks and is able to recognize visual and 
audible indicators of same.  Trainee is able to demonstrate method for overriding interlock, situations when use of 
the override is acceptable, safety implications of same and function of a spotter. 
 

10.  Rotation Alarm 

Trainee is able to explain function of rotation alarm and is able to recognize visual and audible indicators of same.  
Trainee is able to demonstrate ability to properly reset alarm.  Trainee is able to explain safety implications of 
continuing to rotate aerial device toward short jacked side of apparatus. 
 

11. Beam, Jack and Cradle Switches 

Trainee is able to locate and identify function of outrigger switches and aerial cradle switch.  Trainee is able to 
explain the interrelation between the listed switches and the ability to operate the outriggers and/or aerial device.   
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12. Overide Setting 

Trainee is able to demonstrate proper method for overriding automatic diverter valve function.  Trainee is able to 
explain situations where same may be warranted, and is able to explain the safety implications of this maneuver. 

 

VI. General Safety 

 

13. Ladder/Platform Load Ratings 

Trainee is able to identify correct nomenclature for ladder sections.  Trainee can identify load rating restrictions for 
ladder and platform, and the effect of ladder angle, extension and water flow on the load ratings.  Trainee is able 
to locate and interpret load rating placards at platform and turntable locations.  Trainee is able to explain the role 
of the platform and turntable operators in monitoring ladder and platform loads. 

 

14. Electric Wires 

Trainee is able to explain the safety implications of operating near electric wires, can identify the minimum safe 
distance between the aerial device and live wires, can explain the necessary precautions for ground personnel 
operating near the apparatus.  Trainee is able to explain procedure to follow in event aerial device comes in 
contact with live wires. 
 

15. Wind 

Trainee is able to explain the effects of high winds on the aerial device, is able to identify the maximum wind 
speed in which the device can be operated. 
 

16. Ice 

Trainee is able to explain the maximum allowable ice buildup on the device, the impact on ladder/platform load 
ratings, and methods for reducing ice buildup.  Trainee is also able to explain the safety implications of ice coated 
roadways when setting the outriggers and methods to reduce the hazards of same. 

 

17. Steep Grade 

Trainee is able to identify the impact of steep grades on platform/ladder load ratings, and can identify the 
maximum grade at which the aerial device can be operated.  

 

VII. Miscellaneous 

 

18. Supplied Air System 

Trainee is able to identify the turntable and platform mounted components of the supplied air system.  Trainee is 
able to demonstrate proper use of the system. 
 
 

 
I certify the above named trainee has demonstrated the ability to safely and proficiently perform the duties of an Operator 
of Tower Ladder 84, as per the above listed checklist, and recommend same for Qualification as a Tower Operator. 
 
Date     Examiner            
 
REMARKS:               
 
                
 
                
 
 
STATUS:   Approved:    Yes    No  Date   Chief      


