
BLACKWOOD FIRE COMPANY OPERATING GUIDELINE 
 
9.9  TACTICAL OPERATIONS – ABANDONED OR DERELICT STRUCTURES 
 
 
 
 
 
9.9.1 Operations should be conducted IAW OG 1.8 Incident Response – 

Structure Fires. 
 
9.9.2 This OG outlines considerations for firefighting in structures that are 

no longer in active, legitimate use and where routine and corrective 
building maintenance is likely no longer performed. 

 
9.9.3 This OG does not apply to structures that are merely unoccupied 

due to business schedules or while listed for sale or between 
business uses and is in otherwise functional condition. 

 
9.9.4 Fires in these structures may present additional dangers to 

firefighters due to disrepair, boarded up or fortified exits and 
windows and vandalism. 

 
9.9.5 Structures meeting the definition of abandoned / derelict should be 

reported to the Fire Official.  The Fire Official will notify firefighters 
of hazardous structures via the chain of command.    

 
9.9.6  Size up indicators of an abandoned / derelict structure may include: 

 Boarded up windows and doors. 

 Disconnected utilities. 

 Graffiti and physical damage. 

 Apparent structural deficiencies / degradation. 

 Overgrown landscaping limiting access or obscuring building 
features. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
9.9.7 Upon arrival at a fire involving a abandoned or derelict structure 

that does NOT present as being an immediate defensive operation, 
crews will prepare for operations IAW OG 1.8 but will complete the 
following before committing personnel to the interior: 

 Complete a 360 of the building looking for: 
o The potential seat of the fire. 
o Extent of fire 
o Entry points used for vandals, vagrants or other 

possible occupants. 
o Sealed entry / exit points. 
o Sealed windows which would hinder ventilation. 
o Structural hazards which could indicate collapse. 
o Any signs of trapped occupants. 
o Any other condition hazardous to firefighters. 

 Provide lighting to the exterior of the structure. 

 Remove window and door openings to allow for 
ventilation and firefighter egress. 

 
9.9.8 IF the IC decides that interior operations are warranted due to 

possible trapped occupants OR fire of a nature in which interior 
operations are best suited (small contents fire, rubbish fire).  
Operations will proceed with extreme caution IAW OG 1.8. 

 
9.9.9 The IC should deploy additional command personnel and closely 

monitor progress with interior crews committed. 
 
9.9.10 The IC should be prepared to immediately transition to a defensive 

mode. 
 
9.9.11 When operating in a defensive mode command shall assign 

sufficient resources to ensure that collapse zones and safety zones 
for large caliber streams are maintained. 
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