
BLACKWOOD FIRE COMPANY OPERATING GUIDELINE 
 
5.2 - Scene Photography and Social Media 
 
5.2.1 On scene photo and video recording (image recording) is limited to 
 approved personnel only. 
 
5.2.2 Approved personnel include: 

 Fire Investigators 

 Fire Officers 

 Designated photographers 

 Other personnel specifically designated during an incident. 
 
5.2.3 Personnel may not use personal cameras or cell phones to record images 
 of  scenes or personnel while on official business unless specifically 
 directed by the IC or Fire Investigator. 
 
5.2.4 Official business is defined as responding to an emergency scene, 
 operating on an emergency scene, and/or authorized presence inside of 
 designated fire lines. 
 
5.2.5 Scene images recorded for training or general information use should be 

limited to those accessible from the "public domain" (those which would be 
available to anyone beyond the fire line). 

 
5.2.6 The public domain may be considered areas outside of FD or PD control 
 and accessible to the general public. 
 
5.2.7 Images should not be recorded of:  

 Police and fire investigators at work,  

 Victims, where the image may result in a loss of privacy or medical 
confidentiality or which would be considered disturbing if viewed by the 
victim’s family. 

 Identifying characteristics of vehicles such as license plates. 

 Areas of interest to investigators or which may compromise investigations. 
 

5.2.8 Incident images meeting the above criteria which show the organization in 
a positive light may be displayed on the Company web site and other fire 
service websites with the permission of the Chief. 

 
5.2.9 Individuals should not post official scene photos to social media sites 

where they may be characterized incorrectly or commented on 
inappropriately. 

 
5.2.10 Members may not use information gained in their official capacity to 
 comment or provide information that was otherwise unpublished or 



 unavailable to the general public regarding incidents or any other facet of 
 Company operations on social media sites. 
 
5.2.11 Members may not portray this or other fire companies in a negative light or 
 make negative comments regarding members of this company or others 
 on a social media site while identified as a Blackwood firefighter. 
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